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Portland – Thomas A. Sullivan passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, June 16, 2018.
Born in Portland on March 16, 1938, Thomas 
was the son of the late Frank and Rachel (Bifulco) 
Sullivan. He graduated from Portland High School 
and The University of Maine at Orono. Thomas 
honorably served his country in the United States 
Army during the Korean War. 

Following his discharge, John returned home to 
Maine where he met the love of his life, Dorothy 
James, dancing on the Old Orchard Beach Pier to 
the big bands. Thomas and Dot were married on 
January 7, 1959 in Drummondville, Province of 
Quebec, Canada. Together, they made their home in 
Portland and raised their two children.

He was a life-long employee with the New England 
Telephone Company. Thomas worked hard to 
balance his work and family life. Together, the 
Sullivan family would spend time at the beach, 
Sebago Lake, or traveling to Connecticut or Canada 
to visit extended family. He loved to be the center 
of attention at family meals telling tales about his 
childhood in the family store, his military service, his 
love of Italian food made by his mother, and his zeal 
for walking to work daily and making life choices to 
keep him healthy in order to live a long life. 

He will be remembered always by his children and 
grandchildren as a man of compassion and wisdom. 
He had a passion for the latest automotive trends, 
current events, and followed the stock market as a 
hobby with his son. He took pride in his home and 
enjoyed working in the yard. He will be greatly 
missed. 

In addition to his parents, Thomas was predeceased 
by his beloved wife, Dorothy, on January 22, 2013. 
He is survived by his children, Mark and Nancy. 
John is also survived by his 4 grandchildren and 
5 great-grandchildren as well as his beloved dog, 
Rocket and cat, Sadie.

Thomas’s family wishes to extend their sincere 
gratitude to the caregivers at Falmouth by the Sea 
and Beacon Hospice.

A period of visitation celebrating Thomas’s life will 
be held on Saturday, June 23, 2018 from 10-11AM 
at Holy Mary Church followed by an 11AM Mass 
of Christian Burial. Interment with Military Honors 
will follow at Calvary Cemetery, Broadway, South 
Portland.

In Loving Memory

Thomas A. 
Sullivan
March 16, 1938

June 16, 2018

Life
 by Henry Van Dyke

Let me but live my life
from year to year, 

With forward face and 
unreluctant soul; 

Not hurrying to, nor
turning from the goal; 
Not mourning for the
things that disappear 
In the dim past, nor
holding back in fear 

From what the future 
veils; but with a whole 

And happy heart,
that pays its toll 

To Youth and Age, and
travels on with cheer.

 So let the way wind up
the hill or down, 

O’er rough or smooth, 
the journey will be joy: 

Still seeking what I 
sought when but a boy, 
New friendship, high 

adventure, and a crown, 
My heart will keep the

courage of the quest, 
And hope the road’s last

turn will be the best.

In Loving Memory

Thomas A.
Sullivan
March 16, 1938

June 16, 2018

Portland – Thomas A. Sullivan passed away peacefully on Saturday, June 16, 2018.
Born in Portland on March 16, 1938, Thomas was the son of the late Frank and Rachel (Bifulco) Sullivan. 
He graduated from Portland High School and The University of Maine at Orono. Thomas honorably served 
his country in the United States Army during the Korean War. 

Following his discharge, John returned home to Maine where he met the love of his life, Dorothy James, 
dancing on the Old Orchard Beach Pier to the big bands. Thomas and Dot were married on January 7, 1959 
in Drummondville, Province of Quebec, Canada. Together, they made their home in Portland and raised 
their two children.

He was a life-long employee with the New England Telephone Company. Thomas worked hard to balance his 
work and family life. Together, the Sullivan family would spend time at the beach, Sebago Lake, or traveling to 
Connecticut or Canada to visit extended family. He loved to be the center of attention at family meals telling 
tales about his childhood in the family store, his military service, his love of Italian food made by his mother, 
and his zeal for walking to work daily and making life choices to keep him healthy in order to live a long life. 

He will be remembered always by his children and grandchildren as a man of compassion and wisdom. He 
had a passion for the latest automotive trends, current events, and followed the stock market as a hobby with 
his son. He took pride in his home and enjoyed working in the yard. He will be greatly missed. 

In addition to his parents, Thomas was predeceased by his beloved wife, Dorothy, on January 22, 2013. 
He is survived by his children, Mark and Nancy. John is also survived by his 4 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren as well as his beloved dog, Rocket and cat, Sadie.

Thomas’s family wishes to extend their sincere gratitude to the caregivers at Falmouth by the Sea and Beacon 
Hospice.

A period of visitation celebrating Thomas’s life will be held on Saturday, June 23, 2018 from 10-11AM at 
Holy Mary Church followed by an 11AM Mass of Christian Burial. Interment with Military Honors will 
follow at Calvary Cemetery, Broadway, South Portland.

Tom

Family Record
Wife

The late Dorothy James Sullivan

Family
Mark James Sullivan, son

Nancy Jane Smith, daughter
Kevin J. Smith, son-in-law

4 grandchildren, Mark Jr., Abigale, Martha and Jeremy
Sadie and Rocket, his beloved cat and dog

Services
Visitation

Saturday,  June 22, 2018,  10 - 11 pm
Your Funeral Home
New England, USA

Interment with Military Honors will follow at 
Calvary Cemetery, Broadway, South Portland.

Thomas A. Sullivan
June 22, 1958 ~ June 12, 2018

In Loving Memory

Nothing Gold Can Stay

Nature’s first green is gold,
Her hardest hue to hold.
Her early leaf ’s a flower; 

But only so an hour.
Then leaf subsides to leaf,

So Eden sank to grief,
So dawn goes down to day

Nothing gold can stay.
    ~Robert Frost 
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Park Bench
Senior Male

Red and green foliage theme 
with image of the gentlemen and 

his pets on a park bench for the 
register book.
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Tribute Card

Thomas A. Sullivan
March 16, 1938 - June 16, 2018

In Loving Memory

ORDER OF SERVICE 

FUNERAL OF

Thomas A. Sullivan
Saturday, June 23, 2018, 11 AM

 Holy Mary Church

Celebrant: The Reverend Robert Walters

*Musical Prelude*

Processional Hymn   Be Not Afraid

    

First Reading:   Life

    by Henry Van Dyke

 
 

 
 

(Mark Sullivan)

    

 Let me but live my life from year to year, 

With forward face and unreluctant soul; 

Not hurrying to, nor turning from the goal; 

Not mourning for the things that disappear 

In the dim past, nor holding back in fear 

From what the future veils; but with a whole 

And happy heart, that pays its toll 

To Youth and Age, and travels on with cheer.

 So let the way wind up the hill or down, 

O’er rough or smooth, the journey will be joy: 

Still seeking what I sought when but a boy, 

New friendship, high adventure, and a crown, 

My heart will keep the courage of the quest, 

And hope the road’s last turn will be the best.

    

Hymn:    
You Are Mine 

Second Reading:  
Poem by Maya Angelou

    
(Nancy Sullivan)

    

Gospel:    Prayer Of Saint Francis

Presentation of Gifts:  Mark, Nancy and John

Communion Hymn:  All I Ask Of You

Reflections:   Edward P. Jones

Recessional:   Let There Be Peace On Earth

 

We, unaccustomed to courage

exiles from delight

live coiled in shells of loneliness

until love leaves its high holy temple

and comes into our sight

to liberate us into life.

Love arrives

and in its train come ecstasies

old memories of pleasure

ancient histories of pain.

Yet if we are bold,

love strikes away the chains of fear

from our souls.

We are weaned from our timidity

In the flush of love’s light

we dare be brave

And suddenly we see

that love costs all we are

and will ever be.

Yet it is only love

which sets us free.

Thomas A. SullivanMarch 16, 1938 - June 16, 2018

In Loving Memory

Never have we been more aware

of how much our family

and friends mean to us. 

Your thoughtfulness did

so much to ease our sorrow.

The Family  of

Thomas A. Sullivan

Thomas A. SullivanMarch 16, 1938 - June 16, 2018

In Loving Memory

If you can resist treating
a rich friend better
than a poor friend,

If you can face the world 
without lies and deceit,

If you can say honestly that 
deep in your heart you have 
no prejudice against creed, 
color, religion or politics,
Then, my friend, you are 

almost as good as your dog.
Unknown Author

In Loving Memory

Thomas A.
Sullivan
March 16, 1938

June 16, 2018

Thomas A. Sullivan
March 16, 1938 - June 16, 2018

In Loving Memory

If you can resist treating a 
rich friend better

than a poor friend,
If you can face the world 
without lies and deceit,

If you can say honestly that 
deep in your heart you have 
no prejudice against creed, 
color, religion or politics,
Then, my friend, you are 

almost as good as your dog.

Unknown Author

Portland – Thomas A. Sullivan passed away peacefully on 
Saturday, June 16, 2018.

Born in Portland on March 16, 1938, Thomas was the son of the 
late Frank and Rachel (Bifulco) Sullivan. He graduated from 
Portland High School and The University of Maine at Orono. 
Thomas honorably served his country in the United States Army 
during the Korean War. 

Following his discharge, John returned home to Maine where he 
met the love of his life, Dorothy James, dancing on the Old Orchard 
Beach Pier to the big bands. Thomas and Dot were married on 
January 7, 1959 in Drummondville, Province of Quebec, Canada. 
Together, they made their home in Portland and raised their two 
children.

He was a life-long employee with the New England Telephone 
Company. Thomas worked hard to balance his work and family 
life. Together, the Sullivan family would spend time at the beach, 
Sebago Lake, or traveling to Connecticut or Canada to visit 
extended family. He loved to be the center of attention at family 
meals telling tales about his childhood in the family store, his 
military service, his love of Italian food made by his mother, and 
his zeal for walking to work daily and making life choices to keep 
him healthy in order to live a long life. 

He will be remembered always by his children and grandchildren as 
a man of compassion and wisdom. He had a passion for the latest 
automotive trends, current events, and followed the stock market 
as a hobby with his son. He took pride in his home and enjoyed 
working in the yard. He will be greatly missed. 

In addition to his parents, Thomas was predeceased by his beloved 
wife, Dorothy, on January 22, 2013. He is survived by his children, 
Mark and Nancy. John is also survived by his 4 grandchildren and 
5 great-grandchildren as well as his beloved dog, Rocket and cat, 
Sadie.

Thomas’s family wishes to extend their sincere gratitude to the 
caregivers at Falmouth by the Sea and Beacon Hospice.

A period of visitation celebrating Thomas’s life will be held on 
Saturday, June 23, 2018 from 10-11AM at Holy Mary Church 
followed by an 11AM Mass of Christian Burial. Interment with 
Military Honors will follow at Calvary Cemetery, Broadway, 
South Portland.

Holy Mary Church
645 Hartford Avenue, Providence

Officiating
The Reverend Robert Walters

Interment with Military Honors
Calvary Cemetery

Mass of Christian Burial
Saturday, June 23, 2018 at 11am

Afterglow
I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one,

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun

Of happy memories that I leave

When life is done.

Thomas A. Sullivan
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TEXT BOX PORTRAIT
Brian K. Charleson entered into rest on 
April 12, 2011 after a brief illness.  He 
was the beloved husband of Catherine 
Banks Charleson and father to three 
sons, Steven D. Charleson and his 
wife Sophie of Mystic, CT, David J. 
Charleson and his partner Matthew 
James of New York City, and Daniel 
K. Charleson and his wife Veronica 
of Atlanta, GA.  He was dearly loved 
by his five grandchildren Brian, Kyra, 
Abigail, Henry and Jacob.

Brian was born in Lewisburg, WV 
on August 17, 1926 to Marvin and 
Elenore Charleson.  He received a 
PhD in English from University of 
Iowa and taught for many years at the 
Carthage College in Wisconsin where 
he was considered a leading expert in 
Arthurian Literature before retiring 
to the shores of Rhode Island.  Brian 
loved the ocean and spent hours sailing 
out of Newport with his family and his 
Clumber Spaniel, Angus McGee.

He traveled extensively throughout 
Europe and Asia.  He worked as 
a consultant in Wales during the 
excavation of Tintagel Castle, the 
legendary home of Camelot in an 
attempt to prove that Arthur was an 
actual historical figure.  He loved all 
things Medieval and collected antique 
swords and knives, many of them 
museum quality.

Hi s funeral service will be held on April 
18, 2001 at 2:00 p.m., at Narragansett 
Universalist Unitarian Church, 5000 
Boston Neck Road, Narragansett, 
Rhode Island.  Burial will be at sea.

Brian K. Charleson
In Loving Memory of

August 17, 1926 - April 12, 2011

Brian K. Charleson
In Loving Memory of

August 17, 1926 - April 12, 2011

I’d like the memory of 
me to be a happy one,

I’d like to leave an 
afterglow of smiles 
when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo 
whispering softly down 

the ways,

Of happy times and 
laughing times and 

bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those 
who grieve, to dry 

before the sun

Of happy memories 
that I leave

When life is done.

Brian K. Charleson
In Loving Memory of

August 17, 1926 - April 12, 2011

Never have we been more aware

of how much our family

and friends mean to us. 

Your thoughtfulness did

so much to ease our sorrow.

The Family  of

Thomas A. Sullivan

ORDER OF SERVICE 

FUNERAL OF

Brian K. Charlson

Friday, April 21, 2017

First Church of Christ in Quahog, Rhode Island

Celebrant: The Reverend Leroy Jenkins

*Musical Prelude*

Processional Hymn   Be Not Afraid

    

First Reading:   Proverbs 31: Verses 10 - 12

 
 

 
 

(Shalagh Charlson)

    

    A wife of noble character who can find?

            She is worth far more than rubies.

    Her husband has full confidence in her

            and lacks nothing of value.

    She brings him good, not harm,

           all the days of her life.

Hymn:    You Are Mine 

    

Second Reading:   Matthew 6: Verses 25 - 34

 
 

 
 

(Meghan Musante)

    

    “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what  

    you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body,  

    what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the  

    body more than clothing?

    Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap  

    nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds  

    them. Are you not of more value than they? 

    

    Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

    “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies  

    of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;

    and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was  

    not arrayed like one of these. 

    Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is,  

    and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much  

    more clothe you, O you of little faith?

    “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or  

    ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’

    For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your 

    heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 

    But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,  

    and all these things shall be added to you. 

    Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow  

    will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its  

    own trouble.

Gospel:  
 

 

Prayer Of Saint Francis

Presentation of Gifts:  
Peter Charlson Jr. and Scott Charlson

Communion Hymn:  
All I Ask Of You

Reflections:  
 

Peter Charlson

Recessional:  
 

Let There Be Peace On Earth

Bearers:
Shalagh CharlsonPeter Charlson Jr.Timothy CharlsonAndrew CharlsonHilary Charlson

 
 

 

Brian K. Charleson

Celebrating the life of

August 17, 1926 - April 12, 2011

Never have w
e been more aware

of how much our fam
ily 

and friends
 mean to us.

Your thought
fulness did 

so 

much to ease
 our sorrow

.

The Family of Brian K. Charleson

Brian K. Charleson

In Loving Memory of

August 17, 1926 - April 12, 2011

I’d like the memory of me
to be a happy one,

I’d like to leave an afterglow
of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo
whispering softly down the ways,

Of happy times and laughing times
and bright and sunny days.

I’d like the tears of those who grieve, 
to dry before the sun

Of happy memories that I leave
When life is done.Brian K. Charleson

In Loving Memory of

August 17, 1926 - April 12, 2011

Text Box Portrait
Senior Male

Blue Marble text box portrait.  
Simplified  theme with white 

marble pages for the register book.
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